
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Our workshop is being held on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri people of the 

 Kulin Nation and we wish to acknowledge them as Traditional Owners. 

 

We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders, past and present,  

and the Elders from other communities who may be here today. 
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Oceanic Responsibilities: Collaborative and Creative Approaches to Climate Change 
 
 
This workshop is supported by the Institute of Australian Geographers and the Faculty of Arts and Education, 
Deakin University, and led by the Cultural Geography Study Group in collaboration with the Environmental 
& Sustainable-Hazards Risk Disasters Study Group and the Critical Development Studies Group. 
 
Our goal in holding this workshop is to develop and strengthen relationships between geographers, key 
stakeholders and social/environmental stewards. The workshop format reflects our commitment to 
participatory methodologies that build capacity amongst research participants and project stakeholders, and 
is research grounded in the concerns of our contemporary world.  
 
The starting point for our discussion is recognition of the intricate, deeply entangled relations between the 
human and nonhuman world, and what this means in the age of Anthropogenic climate change. 
 
As a way into our thinking and discussions for the workshop, we have selected two readings: 
 

Gibson, K., Rose, D.B., & Fincher, R. 2015. Manifesto for Living in the Anthropocene. 
Brooklyn: Punctum Books. Extract: "Manifesto for Living in the Anthropocene" (pp. i-iii), 
and "Preface" (pp. v-viii). 
 
Peters, K. & Steinberg, P. 2014. Volume and Vision: Toward a Wet Ontology. In: Harvard 
Design Magazine, 39, pp. 125-129.  

 
We hope that these two short extracts will set the scene for the ideas, themes, and aspirations of what we 
might discuss and collaborate on during this event.  
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WORKSHOP PROGRAM 

Day 1: Monday 5 February 2018 

 
12.00 – 1.00 Lunch 

1.00 – 1.30 Introductions and overview of workshop aim 

1.30 – 2.30 Panel 1 presentations and discussion 

• Mr Dermot Henry (Melbourne Museum) 

• Associate Professor Eben Kirksey (Deakin University) 

• Dr Priya Srinivasan (Asia Institute, The University of Melbourne) 

• Ms Rohini Kappadath (Immigration Museum) 

2.30 – 3.00 Afternoon tea 

3.00 – 4.00 Panel 2 presentations and discussion 

• Dr Carol Farbotko (Land and Water Flagship, CSIRO) 

• Ms Katherine Teh-White (Futureye, Sustainable Development Consultancy) 

• Dr Michelle Maloney (Australian Earth Laws Alliance) 

• Dr Michael Thomas (ADF Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies/Barwon Water) 

4.00 – 4.30 Summary  

We hope participants would like to continue discussion informally over dinner, venue to be confirmed. 

 

Day 2: Tuesday 6 February 2018 

 
10.00 – 11.00 Overview of key ideas raised Day 1 

  Discussion:  

• What are the key themes or challenges we would like to discuss in more detail? 

11.00 – 11.30 Morning tea 

11.30 – 1.00 Breakout groups 

1.00 – 2.00 Lunch 

  Discussion of creative works display 

2.00 – 3.00 Reporting back to all participants 

3.00 – 3.30 Afternoon tea 

3.30 – 4.30 Future plans  
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SUGGESTED READINGS 

 

van Dooren, T., Kirksey, E., & Münster, U. 2016. Multispecies Studies: Cultivating Arts of Attentiveness. 
Environmental Humanities, 8(1), pp. 1–23. doi: https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-3527695  
 
Department of the Environment and Energy. 2017. 2017 Review of Climate Change Policies. Commonwealth 
of Australia. Available at: http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/publications/final-report-
review-of-climate-change-policies-2017  
 
Stengers, I. 2015. In Catastrophic Times: Resisting the Coming Barbarism. Open Humanities Press. Available 
at: http://www.openhumanitiespress.org/books/titles/in-catastrophic-times/  
 
Palsson, G., Szerszynski, B., Sörlin, S., Marks, J., Avril, B., Crumley, C., Hackmann, H., Holm, P., Ingram, J., 
Kirman, A., Buendía, M. P. & Weekhuizen, R. 2013. Reconceptualizing the ‘Anthropos’ in the Anthropocene: 
integrating the social sciences and humanities in global environmental change research. Environmental 
science & policy, 28, pp. 3-13. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2012.11.004  
 
Steinberg, P. & Peters, K. 2015. Wet ontologies, fluid spaces: Giving depth to volume through oceanic 
thinking. Environment and Planning D: Society and space, 33, pp. 247-264. 
 

 

 

  

https://doi.org/10.1215/22011919-3527695
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/publications/final-report-review-of-climate-change-policies-2017
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/publications/final-report-review-of-climate-change-policies-2017
http://www.openhumanitiespress.org/books/titles/in-catastrophic-times/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2012.11.004
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PARTICIPANTS 

Dr Ros Bandt 
Ross an internationally acclaimed sound artist, composer, researcher and scholar. Since 1977 she has pioneered 
interactive sound installations, sound sculptures, and created sound playgrounds, spatial music systems, and some 40 
sound installations worldwide. She has curated many sound performances, exhibitions and events. Her original works 
are recorded on New Albion Records (USA), Move Records (Melbourne), EMI/ABC, and Wergo (Germany). In 1990 
Bandt won the Don Banks Composers Award, being the first woman to do so. Other awards include the inaugural 
Benjamin Cohen Peace Prize in the USA and the Sound Art Australia Prize funded by the ABC and the Goethe Institute.  
She has been commissioned by the Paris Autumn festival, the Studio of Acoustic Art, WDR-Cologne, Transit and ORF 
Vienna and was one of the six exquisites in the International Sound Art Festival in the USA. She collaborates with many 
interdisciplinary artists and has been a founding member of three ensembles: La Romanesca early music ensemble, 
the cross-cultural Back to Back Zithers, and the improvisatory LIME. Ros is a prolific writer on sound and her book, 
Sound Sculpture: Intersections in Sound and Sculpture in Australian Artworks, (Fine Arts Press) is the first audio visual 
profile of Australian sound art. She is an honorary senior research fellow at the Australian Centre, the University of 
Melbourne, where she directs The Australian Sound Design Project, the first on-line soundart gallery, searchable data-
base and web site merging soundart practice with academic research. She teaches sound art studios at the VCA and 
RMIT and is in demand as a keynote speaker on sound, here and internationally.  
 
Dr Kaya Barry 
Kaya is a researcher and artist based in Brisbane, Australia, who investigates the intersections of mobility, creativity, 
and materiality. Kaya is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the Griffith Centre for Social and Cultural Research, 
Griffith University. Her creative research has resulted in exhibitions in Australia and internationally, as well as 
numerous academic publications and presentations at international conferences. Her book which has just been 
released, Everyday Practices of Tourism Mobilities (2018, Routledge) examines the roles of materials, environmental 
ideals, and tourist practices. Research interests include: mobilities, tourism, materiality, migration, new media, 
environmental humanities.  
 
Ms Diti Bhattacharya  
Diti is a doctoral candidate and a tutor at Griffith University. Her project, titled, Investigating the negotiations between 
memory, nostalgia, materialities and affective mobilities within the spatiality of the second hand book market in 
College Street, Calcutta, aims to contribute new theoretical insights in the field of Deleuze studies, cultural geography, 
among other disciplines. She has also been a lecturer and tutor on a wide range of disciplines including Cultural Studies, 
Sociology and Film Studies. Her interests also lie in video and photographic documentation of urban spatialities.  
 
Professor Tony Birch 
Tony is a renowned academic, author and educator of Aboriginal, West Indian and Irish descent. He joined VU in July 
2015 as a research fellow and the first recipient of the Dr Bruce McGuinness Indigenous Research Fellowship. His role 
sits within the Moondani Balluk Academic Unit and is linked to the University’s creative arts and writing programs. His 
research interests centre on climate change and indigenous knowledge systems. Dr Birch’s books include 
Shadowboxing (2006), Father's Day (2009), Blood (2011), The Promise (2014) and Ghost River (2015). 
 
Associate Professor Michelle Duffy 
In broad terms, her research explores how interactions between people and place contribute to notions of community 
and identity, and hence the processes of belonging and alienation. Her work includes a critical examination of 
community resilience, well-being, and sustainability; the significance of emotion and affect in creating notions of 
belonging and exclusion; the role of art practice – specifically that of sound, music and performance – in creating 
and/or challenging notions of identity and belonging in public spaces and public events; and an exploration of the body 
as a means of embodied, emotional and affective communication.  
 
Dr Penny Dunstan 
Penny is an exhibiting artist from Newcastle NSW. She recently completed a PhD in Fine Art, Wayfinding through 
Shadowlands: making minescapes matter, where she studied rehabilitated lands of Rix’s Creek open-cut coal mine 
near Singleton NSW. Her art practice is centered in an embodied walking method requiring one to be present in the 
place, to feel the land pushing back at your feet, the air on your face, the smell of the plant oils and scats, to see what 
is actually there rather than what you might expect to see. Blending histories of created lands with new territorial 

https://www.routledge.com/Everyday-Practices-of-Tourism-Mobilities-Packing-a-Bag/Barry/p/book/9780415788458
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dialogues between animals, plants and humans, Penny’s art making manifests as drawing, writing, installation and 
lensless photography. Penny currently works as an Environmental Project Manager for Loop Organics, supervising 
biosolids reuse on farms and in mine rehabilitation in the Hunter Valley. She is a member of Soil Science Australia. 
 
Professor Tim Edensor 
Tim is currently a visiting scholar at Melbourne University. He is the author of Tourists at the Taj (Routledge, 1998), 
National Identity, Popular Culture and Everyday Life (Berg, 2002) and Industrial Ruins: Space, Aesthetics and Materiality 
(Berg, 2005), and From Light to Dark: Daylight, Illumination and Gloom (Minnesota, 2017) as well as the editor of 
Geographies of Rhythm: Nature, Place, Mobilities and Bodies (Routledge, 2010). Tim has written extensively on 
national identity, tourism, ruins and urban materiality, mobilities and landscapes of illumination and darkness. 
 
Ms Charity Edwards 
Charity Edwards is an architect, researcher, and lecturer at Monash University’s Faculty of Art, Design & Architecture 
(MADA). With over 15 years of practice experience, Charity continues to collaborate with other designers and artists 
to create interiors, buildings and landscapes in Australia and internationally. She teaches across interior architecture, 
architecture, and urban design and planning at MADA; and is also undertaking a PhD at the University of Melbourne 
on the increasing urbanisation of the Southern Ocean. Her research focuses on the intersection of the urban, 
representation, and technologies in this disregarded volume. Charity has a particular interest in the relationship 
between urban processes in remote environments and non-humans, and is co-authoring a paper with Amelia Hine 
(Sustainable Minerals Institute, University of Queensland) on the current state of technologically augmented Southern 
elephant seals conducting oceanographic research, and their likely convergence with (or co-opting by) autonomous 
underwater vehicle functionality in pursuit of deep seabed mining speculation. 
 
Dr Carol Farbotko 
Research Scientist, CSIRO. Research Social Scientist, Land and Water Flagship, CSIRO. Carol is a cultural geographer 
with interests in advancing equity and valuing culture in changing environments. Her work has focussed on 
understanding the cultural politics of environmental governance, particularly the way problems are defined and 
solutions debated, and the consequences for marginalised groups. Research topics have included environmental 
migration, climate change adaptation, consumption, biosecurity, forestry and water. 
 
Dr Ruth Gamble 
Dr Gamble has research expertise in the history, cultures, religions, literatures and religions of Tibet and the Himalaya. 
She is particularly interested in the rapidly changing environment in this region and the affect it has on its inhabitants. 
Before coming to La Trobe, Dr Gamble worked on a Tibetan History project at Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich, 
Germany and taught Tibetan language studies and Asian Religions at the Australian National University. She is now a 
David Myers Research Fellow who is researching and writing a history of the Yarlung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra) River.  
 
Mr Tom Goldner 
Tom is a professional photographer whose career spans art, portraiture, documentary and commercial works. Tom is 
passionate about the role photography can play in promoting social, cultural and environmental outcomes. Tom has 
started work on his next endeavour, Of the Sea is a long-term photographic study that honours planet Earth’s greatest 
river of life: the global ocean.  Utilising the craft of black and white film photography. Underwater, panoramic and 
medium format cameras have been used to produce arresting images. This combination of artful storytelling and 
documentary photography highlights our connection to the diverse ecosystems of the oceans. 
 
Mr Dermot Henry/Museums Victoria 
Dermot Henry joined the Museum in 1982, initially working in a variety of roles within the Geosciences section. In 
2001, he was appointed Manager of Natural Sciences Collections with responsibility for the collection management 
staff and resources that are devoted to managing over 15 million natural science specimens. Since March 2016 he has 
been Acting Head of Sciences. In a museum career spanning over 30 years, Dermot has been responsible for managing 
and developing collections, developing public programs and exhibitions, conducting peer-reviewed research, 
communicating science to a diverse range of audiences, and promoting the Museum in a wide variety of forums. 
Dermot has published on a variety of mineralogical, petrological and meteoritical topics and has edited and 
contributed to four books on Victorian mineralogy. Dermot is passionate about promoting the Museum collections 
and research and is dedicated to engaging the public through stimulating and entertaining public programs, 
exhibitions, and on-line products. 
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Museum specimens, with associated spatial and temporal data, are authenticated records of occurrence. In 
conjunction with historic museum field notes, and photographs, specimens are pointers to environmental change 
across geological time and of change induced by human activities such as land clearing, destruction of habitat, the 
introduction of non-endemic species and diseases, and through the effects of pollution and rapid climate change. 
Established in 1854, Museums Victoria’s collections now contain over 15 million natural science specimens. The 
Museum is mandated to actively document, research and educate/engage on the natural, cultural and social history 
of Victoria. By inspiring innovative research, public and community engagement and debate, creative design and 
artistic endeavours, the Museum’s collections are available to address contemporary issues of relevance and public 
benefit. 
 
The Sciences Department has a strong reputation for quality scientific research on Victoria’s diverse geology and its 
extinct and extant fauna. Working in collaboration with government instrumentalities, universities and community 
partners, across the State, Australia and internationally, the Department’s research activities cover a wide range of 
themes, including: mapping biodiversity, population genetics, conservation of threatened species, mapping wildlife 
diseases, evolutionary biology, biomineralisation, crystallography, and the sequestration of pollutants, to mention but 
a few. The collections are at the core of these research activities. 
 
Mr Hugo Hodge 
Hugo is a consultant at Futureye, a sustainable development consultancy that collaborates across dimensions to find 
win-win-win solutions for corporations, community and government while balancing social, economic and 
environmental benefits. Over the past year Hugo has been steering the product development of WikiCurve, a public 
engagement digital platform designed to enlighten and engage students on important global issues. At Futureye, Hugo 
provides media and communication consulting services to help clients communicate with stakeholders and the 
community. Hugo is also an experienced journalist with a Bachelor of Journalism from RMIT.  
 
Ms Michelle Isles 
I lead engagement and capacity building efforts for ClimateWorks, including sustainable development. I am on 
secondment from City of Melbourne where I lead sustainability. Last year I gained commitment from Council to the 
SDGs including a focus on Indigenous rights and oceanic responsibilities (linked to the consumption of and waste 
generated by our city). I am also Co-Chair of Reconciliation Victoria. 
 
Ms Rohini Kappadath  
General Manager, Immigration Museum. Rohini brings over 25 years’ experience as a pioneer, corporate entrepreneur 
and advisor in sectors such as Information Technology, Management Consulting and Professional Services.  She is the 
current Chair of the Multicultural Business Ministerial Advisory Council and 2015 Telstra Victorian Business Women’s 
Award Winner. 
 
Dr Tanya King 
Tanya is a Senior Lecturer in anthropology at Deakin University, Geelong, Australia. She is interested in issues relating 
to natural resource management, ‘consultation’, rural and regional health, the environment, gender, national identity, 
public policy and mythical sea creatures. Her PhD, from the University of Melbourne, considers the lives of Bass Strait 
shark fishermen and the Commonwealth fisheries public servants who manage the industry from Canberra. Her 
research stresses the disjunction between practical parameters salient to fishermen (eg. tides, markets, crew 
dynamics) and to fisheries managers (eg. international trade agreements, political cycles, legal precedents). Her more 
recent work has addressed conflict over drought mitigation measures in Australia, particularly in relation to reverse-
osmosis desalination. One of the key findings from this study is that there is a lack of consensus over what constitutes 
‘consultation’ between governing bodies and stakeholder communities, and that Australians tend to have a low level 
of understanding of, and even less faith in, formal government consultation procedures. Her current research 
investigates how Australian fishermen access health information, and proposes practical and cost-effective strategies 
for enhancing and augmenting these avenues. 
 
Associate Professor Eben Kirksey 
Eben is perhaps best known for his work in multispecies ethnography—a field that mixes ethnographic, historical, 
ethological, and genetic methods to study spaces where humans and other species meet.  He first entered this field 
as an editor and curator.  “The Emergence of Multispecies Ethnography,” a special issue of Cultural Anthropology co-
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edited with Stefan Helmreich, situates contemporary scholarship on animals, microbes, plants, and fungi within deeply 
rooted traditions of environmental anthropology, continental philosophy, and the sociology of science.  Collaborations 
with bioartists, who work with living matter as their media, produced The Multispecies Salon, an art exhibit and edited 
book which brought together insights from the humanities on the microbiome, health, food, environmental justice, 
and synthetic biology. See also http://ebenkirksey.blogspot.com.au/.  
 
Ms Andrea Lane 
Since moving to East Gippsland in 2001, Andrea has found her niche in the Arts community, and since 2005 has built 
her career as a prolific Creative Producer, respected around Victoria for relentlessly inspiring regional art-making – in 
unexpected places – mostly without any visible means of support! Funded by a Small Town Transformations grant 
through Regional Arts Victoria (RAV( her most recent artist-in-residence is FLOAT, a floating studio built around the 
knowledge of Indigenous elders, scientists, storytellers, weather-watchers, star-gazers, bird-watchers, fishermen, 
surfers and army of “lake-lovers". See also https://andrealane.work/.  
 
Dr Michele Lobo 
Oceanic thinking, experimentation, participatory research and multisensory ethnographies enable me to explore the 
diversity of a human and more-than-human world. I am a social and cultural geographer whose research seeks to 
address the challenges of environmental change and co-belonging in the Anthropocene. My interest in tropical coastal 
environments of India and Australia calls for multidisciplinary research and entangled knowledges from the natural 
sciences/social sciences as well as western and non-western philosophies. This work builds on my internationally 
reputed scholarship on affect, encounter, race, ethnic/ethno-religious difference and belonging in countries with 
white majority cultures such as Australia, France and USA. I believe that positive engagement with a range of 
stakeholders including Indigenous peoples, migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, representatives from community, 
industry and government is central to producing high-impact research with national benefits. I hold a collaborative 
Australia-India Council/Australian Department of Foreign Affairs Grant. From 2013 to 2016 I held two prestigious, 
highly competitive Australian Research Council national grants (ARC DECRA and ARC Discovery). I serve as the editor 
of Social & Cultural Geography and Book Reviews Editor, Postcolonial Studies Journal. In 2015, I was nominated for 
the Paul Bourke Award for Early Career Research by the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. 
 
Dr Michelle Maloney 
National Convenor, Australian Earth Laws Alliance 
Michelle has a Bachelor of Arts and Law (Hons) from the Australian National University and a PhD in Law from Griffith 
University, Australia.  She has more than 25 years’ experience creating and managing social justice, community 
development and ecological justice programs, including ten years working with First Nations Peoples in Queensland, 
on social justice and cultural heritage projects. As Co-Founder and National Convenor of the Australian Earth Laws 
Alliance (AELA), Michelle manages the strategic direction and governance of AELA, including the extensive 
partnerships and networks that AELA has with the legal, academic, indigenous and environmental advocacy 
communities. Michelle also designs and manages AELA programs and events, including AELA’s Rights of Nature 
Tribunals. Michelle has written a dozen articles and edited two books about Earth jurisprudence and wild law - “Wild 
Law in Practice” (2014) and “Law as if Earth Really Mattered: The Wild Law Judgments Project” (2017), both with 
Routledge.  She teaches an annual Earth Laws subject at Griffith University Law School. Michelle is the 
Australian representative on the Executive Committee of the Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature, a member 
of the Steering Group of  ELGA, the Ecological Law and Governance Association and is co-founder and Steering Group 
member of the New Economy Network Australia (NENA).  Michelle lives in Brisbane, (Queensland) with her husband, 
daughter and Raz the Wonderdog.  To see Michelle’s profile and publications please click here 
 
Mr Campbell McKay 
Campbell McKay is a human geographer currently undertaking a PhD at the University of New South Wales. Campbell’s 
research interests sit at the intersection of critical military studies and emotional geographies, with particular focus 
on the temporal logics of war veteran experience. His doctoral thesisAustralian Veterans and the Emotional 
Geographies of Unmaking in Vũng Tàu, Vietnam is an ethnographic study that examines the role of post-war 
experience in shaping the geographic distribution of veterans. Campbell is aiming to complete his thesis in 2018. 
 
Dr Johns Morss 
John was born in London and trained in Psychology at Sheffield and Edinburgh Universities in the UK and in Law at the 
University of Otago NZ. He completed his professional training for admission to practise Law in Dunedin NZ in 2003 

http://ebenkirksey.blogspot.com.au/
https://andrealane.work/
http://therightsofnature.org/
http://elga.world/
http://www.neweconomy.org.au/
http://www.earthlaws.org.au/?page_id=2854
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and received reciprocal recognition (ie as an Australian Lawyer) in the Supreme Court of Victoria in the same year. 
John's scholarship is always informed by interdisciplinarity. He has published extensively in his two disciplines of 
Psychology and Law, having published in total 7 books (3 sole-authored), over 30 refereed journal articles and 10 book 
chapters, with more forthcoming. In Law his research focus is on conceptual issues in Public International Law, on 
which he brings to bear critical perspectives from the social sciences and humanities. His current project, which brings 
together interests from many years, is the articulation of an approach to global governance and global justice that is 
at the same time collective and pluralist. 
 
Ms Marie-Nour Negenman  
Marie-Nour is a consultant at Futureye, a sustainable development consultancy that collaborates across dimensions 
to find win-win-win solutions for corporations, community and government while balancing social, economic and 
environmental benefits. The focus of her work at Futureye is climate change and sustainability. Previously she worked 
at the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs where she collaborated together with the private sector and civil society 
in overcoming barriers for investment in climate related projects in developing countries. 
 
Ms Rebecca Olive  
Rebecca is a Lecturer at the School of Human Movement & Nutrition Sciences, at The University of Queensland. Her 
work about recreational surfing engages with questions of power, ethics and pedagogies relating to sex/gender and 
localism, as well as how participants develop ecological sensibilities through place-responsive relationships. Her 
feminist approach to cultural studies means questions of politics and praxis are key to how she does research, as well 
as how findings are published. She is particularly interested in how researchers influence cultural change towards 
more diversity in access to and participation in, as well as to the voices of authority that speak for, oceanic spaces. As 
well as scholarship, she publishes in surf media, speaks at surf festivals and events, was a contributing editor to 
Kurungabaa: A journal of literature, history and ideas from the sea, and has produced her own blog, Making Friends 
with the Neighbours, since 2006. 
 
Dr Lisa Palmer 
Lisa is a human geographer who teaches and researches on socio-natures and indigenous approaches to 
environmental and social governance. Her research is focused on south-east Asia (particularly East Timor) and 
indigenous Australia. She has published widely and is the author of an ethnography of people’s complex relations with 
water in East Timor titled Water Politics and Spiritual Ecology: Custom, environmental governance and 
development (2015, Routledge, London). 
 
Dr Catherine Phillips 
Catherine Phillips is a Lecturer in human geography at the University of Melbourne. Her work examines relations 
between people and environments, particularly in relation to agriculture and food. She is interested in how these 
relations take shape, become understood, and are contested in everyday life, as well as how they interact with 
governance efforts at various scales. Recent research orients around two broad themes: the valuations and practices 
related to discard and waste of agrifood systems, and an exploration of more-than-human geographies and politics 
(particularly in relation to biosecurity and beekeeping). Interdisciplinary in nature, her research emerges from 
productive confluences and tensions among social and environmental geography, science and technology studies, 
agrifood studies, and environmental studies.  
 
Associate Professor Lauren Rickards 
Lauren is an Associate Professor in the Sustainability and Urban Planning area, School of Global Urban and Social 
Studies. She is co-leader of CUR’s Climate Change and Resilience research program. Further afield, she is Deputy Chair 
of the federal Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network, an Associate of both the Melbourne Sustainable Society 
Institute (University of Melbourne), and the Institute of Livelihood and Environment (Charles Darwin University), and 
co-convenor of the Institute of Australian Geographers’ Environmental Sustainability-Hazards, Risk and Disasters study 
group. Lauren’s research uses qualitative approaches to unpick the bio-politics and environmental justice implications 
of climate change, the Anthropocene and responses to them, including the rise of resilience thinking. Projects include 
analyses of the official and unofficial narratives about the Hazelwood coal mine fire, how scenario planning is 
perceived and used for climate change adaptation within government, rural communities’ experiences of the 
Millennium Drought and subsequent floods, challenges raised by the implementation of resilience agendas, and 
questions prompted by the Tasmanian bushfires about which life forms we value in the Anthropocene and why.  
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Ms Sarah Robertson 
Sarah is a PhD candidate at the Centre for Urban Research at RMIT University. Her PhD explores ideas and experiences 
of ‘place’ in sustainable residential design, city-making and urban dwelling in Australia. Looking at case studies of 
ecologically-oriented sustainable design projects in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide, the thesis critically examines the 
hope that stronger human connections to place can achieve positive socio-ecological change or more ecologically 
responsive urban dwelling. Discussion and findings bring forth the designed and perhaps unintended entanglements 
of humans and nonhumans in these places and some of their implications for the ethics and politics of place(making), 
urban residential design and dwelling. 
 
Associate Professor Priya Srinivasan 
Priya has a dual career as an artist and scholar committed to questions of migration, female labour, and art. After 
obtaining a PhD in Performance Studies from Northwestern University, she worked at the University of California, 
Riverside where she developed her hybrid talking dance lecture/performance based on her award-winning book, 
Sweating Saris: Indian Dance as Transnational Labor. She has performed the book and presented her research across 
the US in leading universities such as Harvard, Stanford, Berkeley, Chicago, Northwestern, and in the UK, Austria, 
Germany, Netherlands, and India. Her book examines Indian dance and dancers not just as aesthetic but as gendered, 
racialized and migrant forms of labour. Continuing this work she has examined decolonizing practices and rethinking 
cultural formations in Australia at the intersections of the White Australia Policy and the decimation of Indigenous 
cultures. Centering the female body of colour by partnering with Indigenous artists to re-consider settler colonialism 
she reimagines alternate futures from emerging pasts that address land, space, water and cross-cultural engagement 
from a feminist perspective. She worked as an Associate Professor at the University of California, Riverside and at the 
International Institute of Asian Studies at Leiden University, and is currently an independent artist and Honorary Fellow 
at the Asia Institute, University of Melbourne. 
 
Professor Sanjay Srivastava 
Sanjay is Professor of Sociology at the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi University. He is the India-based Director, 
M.S. Merian-R. Tagore International Centre of Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences (ICAS), Delhi. 
 
Dr Samid Suliman 
Samid is a Lecturer, Migration and Security, School of Humanities, Languages and Social Science & Griffith Centre for 
Social and Cultural Research, Griffith University. He is undertaking critical research on migration, mobility, 
development, security, (post-)coloniality and visual politics. Specifically, this Oceanic theme is closely aligned with my 
current project on ‘climate migration’ in Oceania. This project is a study of how ideas about regionalism shape 
migration governance arrangements in Oceania. This project aims to understand how different ideas about the region 
animate different political actors and find expression in different migration governance institutions. The significance 
of this project lies in the fact that it is tackling the problem of climate migration in Oceania in terms of both tangible 
governance arrangements in the region, and the ideas that lie behind them. Drawing together the material and 
ideational elements of regional climate migration politics is a necessary step in conducting the kind of political research 
demanded in the Anthropocene. I am particularly eager to engage in trans-disciplinary conversations on the ways that 
the politics of being and belonging in our region are changing under conditions of climate change. Engaging with fellow 
scholars and non-academic stakeholders will help me to strengthen the project, and allow me to develop networks to 
assist in research and dissemination of findings. 
 
Ms Katherine Teh-White  
Katherine is Managing Director of Futureye, a sustainable development consultancy that collaborates across multiple 
dimensions to find win-win-win solutions for corporations, community and government while balancing social, 
economic and environmental benefits. Katherine’s pioneering social licence to operate methodology has facilitated 
the achievement of sustainable development outcomes and improved the corporate responsibility for a broad range 
of industries. Projects include the development of one of the first climate change policies for a resources company 
and facilitating sustainability policies for financial institutions. A key component of Katherine’s projects include 
community visioning and the broadening of public engagement. She is the founder WikiCurve, a digital ‘plat-forum’ 
which is designed to engage the public on important issues such as climate change in a collaborative process and 
assists in building a societal consensus. WikiCuve is one of the United Nations’ partners for delivering the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
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Dr Michael Thomas  
Michael served for 20 years as an officer in the Australian Army. His PhD examined Australian and US armed forces’ 
responses to climate change in a hyper-political context. Michael was co-author with the Climate Council on their 
influential 2015 report, Be Prepared: Climate Change, security and Australia’s Defence Force, is a regular contributor 
to the Centre for Climate & Security, and a Visiting Fellow with the ADF’s Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies 
(CDSS) for their climate security module. Michael is currently research coordinator with a Victorian water utility. 
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Daniella Trimboli is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation at 
Deakin University. Daniella has worked as a Research Fellow at the Research Unit in Public Cultures at The University 
of Melbourne, most significantly on Refuge, an action-based arts event on climate change, and From Ethnic Enclaves 
to Cosmopolitan Cultures, an evaluation of the Greek Centre for Contemporary Culture. She is an Associate Editor of 
the Journal of Intercultural Studies. Prior to her academic positions, Daniella worked for the Queensland Folk 
Federation (QFF), organiser of the Woodford Folk Festival and the international Indigenous festival, The Dreaming. 
Her work with the QFF heightened her interest in community-based art and cultural diversity, interests which have 
since extended to studies of performativity, critical cosmopolitanism, and diaspora studies. An arm of her research 
utilises affect and performativity to consider the ‘global migration crisis’. Within this framework, Daniella has an 
interest in how the ocean might be used as a conceptual tool for deconstructing the global migration ‘crisis’; in 
particular for re-shaping understandings of (in)hospitality, (im)mobility, and, ultimately, the contours of the human.  
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I am a HDR student at NCIS, entering my second year. I am born and bred in Victoria, but have a very diverse ethnic 
background, including my Aboriginal heritage. I work part time at the Australian Catholic University, in the First Peoples 
and Equity Pathways Directorate. I am on the Board of several organisations that are all innovative and community 
based. These organisations are responsible for substantial amounts of government and sector funding. My research is 
attempting to look to Aboriginal narrative wisdom as one of many ways to engage our relationship with our earthly 
environment. This is a PhD research by creative exegesis, which in this case is four paintings. 
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Nasim Yazdani’s PhD thesis (Deakin University) reviews different uses as well as appreciation of urban park landscapes 
by non-English-speaking immigrants. Through a focus on urban park design on use, perception, and environmental 
behaviour her research develops alternative perspectives of the Australian park landscape. Her broad area of research 
is urban environment and ethnicity; socio-cultural studies; immigration and belonging; urban history, cultural 
geography; community attitudes, and environmental behaviour in multicultural urban public spaces.  
 

 


